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LOTTERYWEST COVID-19 RELIEF FUND 

Statement by Leader of the House 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [2.02 pm]: Madam President, on behalf of the 
Premier, I rise to inform the house that the government has granted a temporary extension of the Lotteries Commission 
Amendment (COVID-19 Response) Act 2020. Extending this act means that Lotterywest can continue its COVID-19 
support for the WA community by providing grants during and after the crisis as needed. This law means Lotterywest 
can work directly with non-government organisations hit hard by COVID-19 and also in partnership with state 
government agencies to provide grants that deliver the greatest benefit for the WA community. The extension has 
been granted until 15 March 2021, and it will also make it easier and extend the time available for lottery winners 
to claim their prizes and observe COVID-19 measures. 

Since March, Lotterywest has been implementing its $159 million COVID-19 relief fund in a phased approach to 
assist the WA community to respond to the immediate impacts of the pandemic and to support recovery. The relief 
fund to date has delivered $67 million in grants to the Western Australian community. This includes Lotterywest 
working with the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries to deliver $10 million in grant 
programs specifically for the sports and arts sectors. In addition, Lotterywest has provided $11.2 million in grants 
to community organisations that support individuals and families experiencing hardship, and $26.3 million to 
sports, arts and community organisations to address the financial impact of cancelled events and to support ongoing 
resilience. The support that Lotterywest has been able to offer the community through this pandemic demonstrates 
the power of our state–owned and operated lottery. I table the declaration. 

[See paper 4191.] 
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